On Friday November 8, 2013, architecture students from three Historically
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) in the United States gathered at Mor-
gan State University in Baltimore, Maryland for the W.V.S. Tubman University
E-brary and Learning Center Design Challenge.

The W.V.S. Tubman E-brary, being designed as a state of the art and futuristic
project, will be a regular library with electronic books, which will enable stu-
dents, faculty and researchers to have access to books and other academic mate-
rials globally through the Intemnet. There are two unique aspects about the pro-
ject. The first involves senior students from the schools of architecture at How-
ard University in Washington, D.C., Morgan State University, and Tuskegee
University in Tuskegee, Alabama.

The students are engaged in a design challenge with each proposing an innova-
tive design for the E-brary and Leaming Center. The winners, one team from
each of the three universities, will come together and form teams that will pro-
pose a final design.

The teams will travel to Maryland County in Liberia in early 2014 to view the
site designated by the University for construction of the E-brary. The total cost
of the project will be determined after completion of the final design
The design process involving the three higher institutions of learning is named
the Harriett Tubman Centennial Architectural Design Challenge, in honor of the
legacy of Harriet Tubman. an American born in the State of Maryland, who led
the Underground Railroad movement, liberated herself and other enslaved Afri-
can American moving north to freedom. Liberian-American and American pro-
fessional architects reviewed the proposals and selected the work of the three
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library design The second unique aspect of the project is that it is being sponsored and pro-

moted by Marylanders for Progress (MFP), a non-profit organization established
in the State of Maryland by Marylanders in the USA to bring economic development to Maryland County, Liberia.

MFP is working with the first president of the William V.S. Tubman University, Dr. Elizabeth Davis-Russell, to develop Tubman
University as a center of excellence for education in Liberia. With the William V.S. Tubman Foundation Board, MFP is assisting
Tubman University in addressing its need to expand its library resources.

The Harriet Tubman Centennial Architectural Design Challenge program was attended by Dr. David Wilson, President of Morgan
State University; Hon. Jeff Dowana, Deputy Chief of Mission of the Liberian Embassy; and Hon. John McDonough, Secretary of

State for the State of Maryland. Secretary McDonough presented the Governor's Citation to the W.V.S. Tubman Foundation for the
Harriet Tubman Centennial Architectural Design Challenge.

Also speaking at the program, Honorable Dowana described education as the bedrock of society. He lauded the institutions and indi-
viduals involved in the effort to establish the E-brary at Tubman University, noting that the government and people of Liberia are
grateful for this futuristic project that will help to better prepare students.

Commenting on MFP's achievements, Mrs. Roberta Brown Cooper, president of MFP stated: "This is just another effort by the
membership of MFP and Marylanders to give back to our County and Country some of the blessings God has provided for us here in
the United States of America."

In the audience of the design competition are Mr,

and Mrs. Gerald Cooper, above, while below, an



